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Mission Produces No Results 


- i .-. . By Stuart Auerbach;'*--: ‘^v. _t 

Was inn* ion. Po*fcForw*a Servicr .V z ' $ 

'TEHRAN - , •Junel& i -Former UTS, ati 
torney general Ramsey Clark, who de- 
fied the U.S. government . by traveling 
to Iran last week in .an attempt to-', 
help -resolve the. hostage. . crisis, left; 
here today with no results to show foe : 
his efforts and amid-.Irajaian. charges! 

- that he is- a CIA agenfY§-!Tf';T;,.v..^ I.! 

Clark’s! trip to- Tehran ■ to - attend a 
conference on alleged U.S. interferi; 
ence.rin - Iranian; affairs/ appears to 
have ‘alienated most' parties' ...to ;; the • 
seven-month-old crisis-^— - — 

■ ,,Ori one' hand^.Clark^retuTns to the; ' 
United States. >vith;ithe 'possibility -of" 
being- prosecuted for- having’ violated- 
tbe U.S. ban on travel to Iran.fiAt the- 
; same- time. ' despite Clark’s friendli- 1 
ness to the Iranian revolution, he was 
made, to feel-unwelcome by Iran’s top 
officials, who -.Tef used: to meet with 
him after he 'was attacked by Tehran, 
radio as being a CIA spy. V 
. .Clark arrived here bearing what he- 
thought' were 'special ’credentials.' He 
was one of the, earliest,, most influen- 
tial American v supporters of ■ ■' the - Ira- 
nian revolution;.- He marched -against 
the- shah in the streets of Tehran 
while -the deposed ruler was still in' 
power and he was thought to be Iran’s 
choice-last year for American ambas- 
sador Ho the- revolutionary- govern- 
menthere. ■* ftf. ujOil eriS. 

Yet, ' in 1 ! the' current 'conspiracy- 
minded atmosphere of Tehran, Clark’s 
credentials-”- 1 were ^immediately c^tari- 
nished-byjitHe*' ; cha'rgSsl made' 'against 
himriObserversi here ’believe that the 
widely fcirculatedpallegations against i 
him have made him- persona non gratd 
in-; Iranian r eyes^-ovlranians .-who-' had 
been his friends indicated they -Were 
afraid to- meet him:for;fear that they 
, too would: be- branded .with the CIA* la- 

crtcR. fsifn^dltai 


Clark and the nine other 'Americans 
whq came to the conference also 
found themselves isolated at the Hil- 
ton ;Hotel, t'ar from the center of Teh- 
ran; and were unable to move freely 
around the city. r v - 

Clark, along with five other mem- 
bers of the - American delegation, 
stayed two days.beyond the end of the 
conference in hopes of seeing a wider 
slice of Iranian life. But after spend- 
ing , most of Saturday in the hotel 
lobby, one of the Americans conceded. 
"For all we did today, we could have 
gone home earlier.” ' 


The cool reception given Clark and i 
the rest of the Americans is seen by- 
observers as providing an pbject les- 
son in Iran’s revolutionary politics. 

While the Americans were wel- 
comed by the conference’s sponsors, 
Iranian President Abol Hassan Bani- 
Sadr and Foreign Minister Sadegh 
Ghotbxadehj the Americans’ presence 
was; considered antirevolutionary by 
many of the hard-line clerics who 
dominate the Islamic Republican 
Party which controls the parliament. 

Tehran Radio, which is under the, - 
Islamic' Republican Party’s direction,-; 
used tortuous logic to compare Clark 
to Rudolf Hess, a high Navi official' 
who flew to England in the early days 
of World War II on a personal mission 
to seek peace. Despite US. govern- 
ment protests over Clark’s mission, 
the radio commentary cast Clark’s 


mission m the same light , calling him, 
"the vilest agent of them all.” 

At Friday prayers this week, the 
Clark trip was derided by the mullahs 
as - being of no- importance because 
"everyone knows Clark is-! a ciA 
agent.” '.. •. ■ ‘ ”r : - 

This- damning criticism.! from- the 




clergy,' according to - some observers 
seems to have prevented the contact' 
the -Americans wanted to have with! 
..government officials and the student 1 
militants who have held 53 Americans! 
hostage since the U.S. Embassy here 
was seized Nov. 4,,-: ... .;•] 


Like all the other delegations to the i 
conference, the Americans held a pub- 
lic meeting with Bani-Sadr." But ac- 
cordmg to members of the 'delegation, 
Clark- wanted a second/ private meet- 
ing to go over proposals that'the Ira- 
nian, president.' had made that could 

lead to the release of the hostages. 

Clark had , wanted written clarifica 
tionrof Bani-Sadris'. proposals.' which 
included establishment of a commis- 
sion-in- the United States to investi- 
gate Iran’s charges against America. 
Sources in the American delegation i 
said that the meeting never took 
place. - , -. - . 


There was also no meeting between 
Clark and ' Ayatollah Ruhollah Kho- 
meini. .Clark had last seen Khomeini 
in Paris before Iran’s venerated reli- 
. gious leader made his triumphal'- re- 
turn here in February 1979. Nor did' 
Clark meet with Ayatollah Moham- 
med Beheshti, leader of the Islamic 
Republican Party -who is emerging as 
Bani-Sadr’s chief'rival for power here.*i 


that American agents are everywhere, 
s.\ men elected, to the. new parliament 
were denied their seats Saturday be- 
cause; documents found inv the U.S. 

Embassy allegedly showed them to 
bo Cl A. -agents. . ‘ 

One man, Khosrow Rigi. was ac- 
cused of having lived in the United 
States for 23 years and of having two 
American wives, khosrow Qashqai.' a 
leader of the Qashqai tribe in south* 
era I ran;, was also denied .his seat. 
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